The Spirit
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Pastor’s Article
I shared the following with the Church Council in October!
Everything Changes
Exodus 13:21 By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night
in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. (NIV)
Can you relate to these words?
“The world constantly confuses me because everything keeps changing. People talk about TV shows, movies,
and actors that I’ve never heard of; stores and restaurants that I used to go to are closed; folks that I once knew
in Scotland, as well as the US, have moved away or gone upwards to glory. Nothing stays the same, so I feel
nostalgic about the past, unsettled in the present, and fearful about the future.
I guess the ancient Hebrews felt the same when Moses uprooted them from Egypt and took them into the
Wilderness. There was so much uncertainty and insecurity that they longed for the past even though they had
suffered under Pharaoh. They couldn’t work out where they were going or what lay ahead of them. They
experienced culture shock and wanted things to return to the way they once were. They may not have been
happy in Egypt, but it was better than being fearful and traumatized in the desert. Just like the sands around
them, their faith had dried up and they felt both helpless and hopeless.
And then God did something that showed them He was with them every step that they took. His presence was
seen ahead of them as a pillar of smoke during the day and a pillar of fire at night. God was leading them every
day, further away from their enemies and onward to the Promised Land. No matter what they felt or feared,
God would not abandon them. All they had to do was follow His presence.
The world constantly confuses me because everything keeps changing, but I have learned to look for God and
seek His presence each day. When I am fearful, He is faithful; when I feel lost, He always leads. No matter what
is in front of me, the Lord is always ahead of me, pointing the way before me by showing me what path to
follow. The world may change around me, but God never does, so that assures and comforts me, as it can also
do for you.”
Points to ponder
What changes have you experienced recently?
How has God helped you to cope with them?
Prayer: Lord God, thank You for loving and leading us. Your presence is always with us and we are blessed by
Your compassion and concern. Help us to look for You in all that we experience today. In Christ’s Name, we pray.
Amen.

"The Wired Word" Adult Study meets In-Person Thursdays @ 10 am. The study is always to discuss and respond
to an important matter of faith raised by the news during the past week or so. The topic and accompanying
lesson are emailed ahead of time to all those who wish to participate.

Coming Up at Holy Spirit

Join us for an evening of Christmas music performed by The Salvation Army Eastern Michigan
Divisional Band Ensemble & Special Guests as part of the Mary Freed Memorial Concert
Series. The ensemble's Red Kettle will be there to accept donations in support of local
individuals and families facing financial hardship this holiday season. Facemasks encouraged.

Join us for a Christmas Carol Sing at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, December 15.
All are welcome. We hope you'll join us!

Congregational Life

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Tuesdays @ 10 am

Adult Basic Yoga Flow
Meets Tuesdays @ 9 am

Men’s Group Meets
Tuesday, November 2 @ 6:30 pm
Dave & Amy’s – Walled Lake

Simple basic poses with on-hand
modifications available.

Check your email for more
information.

Bring a yoga mat for floor poses.

Please consider joining us for
great food, fun, & fellowship!

Join us and bring a project to
work on or we can supply you
with yarn to make a prayer shawl.
We continue the fellowship by
going out to lunch afterwards.
Please think about joining us!

$4.00 per class.
Tina Green is the fitness
instructor.

Dinner With Friends
Friday, November 12 @ 6:30 pm

5th Tavern
2262 S Telegraph Rd
Bloomfield Twp, MI 48302
Signup at church.

WELCA
Thursday, November 18 @ 6pm

Book Club Meets
Thursday, December 2 @ 7 pm

We’ll be discussing,
Meets the third Thursday of the
month for dinner, with meetings
following if they are needed.
Open to all women of Holy Spirit,
so please think about joining us!
Signup at church.

“When We Believed in
Mermaids“ by Barbara O’Neal.

Annual Harvest Table Set Up
Saturday, November 20

Thanksgiving Food Basket Donations
now being accepted!
WELCA is collecting for 8 families:
Turkeys
Potatoes
Dressing
Gravy
Pasta
Pasta Sauce
Jelly
Breakfast Cereal
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruits
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Tissues
Onions
Carrots
Cheese
Eggs & Butter
Bread
Honey

If you are donating a turkey, please signup at church.
Put the turkey in the refrigerator or freezer at church.
Donations needed by Wednesday, Nov. 17.

The Altar Guild will be setting up the annual Harvest
Table on Saturday, November 20 at 10 am. If anyone
wishes to donate any items such as pumpkins, gourds,
Indian corn, etc., please bring them to church before
November 20. Thank you!

Hanging of the Christmas Greens
Sunday, November 28

The Altar Guild will be decorating the church for the
holiday season on Sunday, November 28 following
worship.
If you are interested in helping, please stay after the
service to assist with the decorations.

Prayer Ventures for November
All Saints Day: Remember and give thanks for all the saints who have influenced our lives, faith, wisdom and
vocational decisions, and who have left an imprint on us through their compassion and example. Pray for people
grieving the loss of someone significant in their lives, that they will be comforted by God and know that, as
members of the body of Christ and communities of faith, they are not alone in their grieving.
Pray for the immediate and long-term needs of people whose lives have been disrupted by severe weather,
wildfires, earthquakes or flooding. Pray that the Spirit will move us to generously support and pray for the
people and organizations that respond to disasters, especially Lutheran Disaster Response and its partners.
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). Give thanks and praise God for
being present in every circumstance to dispel our fears, calm our anxieties and stir our hope, and for helping us
live with confidence as children of God — loved, forgiven and renewed.
Pray for people of all ages who experience loneliness and depression, and pray that the Spirit will make us
observant of, attentive to and empathetic with those who suffer in our midst but whose emotional, spiritual and
physical struggles may not be readily apparent to us.
Give thanks for the story of Lazarus’ resurrection and for the promises of God, which assure us that death,
despair and human vulnerability will have no power over us in the life to come.
Veterans Day: Remember in prayer women and men who serve in the military, their families, federal chaplains
and those who attend to the needs of returning veterans. Give thanks for the sacrifice veterans have made on
our behalf to secure freedom, justice, peace and security for our country and other nations.
Ask for God’s wisdom to discern who speaks the true gospel and word of God and who distracts us from our
faith in Christ and our baptismal identity and purpose.
Pray for people spending their last days in hospice care; ask God to comfort them and their families and
surround them with the hope of life eternal; and give thanks for the gentle, respectful and skilled care provided
by hospice professionals, pastoral care teams and volunteers.
“Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another” (Hebrews 10:24-25). Ask the Spirit to empower, encourage and
embolden us — as children of God and agents of change — to reflect the love of God in response to anger,
discord, hurtfulness, isolation and bias in our world.
Thanksgiving Day: Give thanks today — and every day — for the undeserved blessings we receive from God for
our sustenance and well-being. Ask God to help us live with gratitude, recognize the true source of our food and
other blessings, responsibly manage our resources, and exercise generosity and love with our neighbors in need,
here and globally.
First Sunday of Advent: Pray that we will not live in fear of the future but will anticipate with hope, joy and
gratitude the day when we will be welcomed into the kingdom of God because of what Jesus has done for us out
of pure grace and mercy.
Give thanks and praise to God for knitting us together as siblings in Christ, so that we might encourage and
strengthen each other’s faith, exchange care and support in times of need, and share our gifts, passions and
wisdom to do God’s good work in the world.

November 2021
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

FRI

31
Choir Rehearsal
8:45 am
Worship 10 am
Bavarian Brunch

1

2
Yoga 9 am
Prayer Shawls
10 am
Men’s Group
6:30 pm

3
Handbell
Rehearsal 7 pm

4
Adult Study
10 AM

5
AA 8 pm

6
Zumba 9:30 am

12
Dinner
w/Friends
6:30 pm

13
Zumba 9:30 am

An Evening of
Christmas Music
(Mary Freed Memorial
Concert Series)

7 pm
7
Choir Rehearsal
8:45 am
Worship 10 am

8

9
Yoga 9 am
Prayer Shawls
10 am

10
Handbell
Rehearsal 7 pm

11
Adult Study
10 am

AA 8 pm

14
Choir Rehearsal
8:45 am
Worship 10 am

15
Finance
Committee
Meeting 1 pm

16
Yoga 9 am
Prayer Shawls
10 am

17
Handbell
Rehearsal 7 pm

18
Adult Study
10 am
WELCA
Shops For Food
Baskets

Church Council
7 pm

19

20
Zumba 9:30 am

WELCA
Packs Food
Baskets

Harvest Table
Setup

AA 8 pm

WELCA
Distributes
Food Baskets

21
Choir Rehearsal
8:45 am
Worship 10 am

22

23
Yoga 9 am
Prayer Shawls
10 am

24
25
26
Handbell
Thanksgiving Day Church Office
Rehearsal 7 pm
Closed
Church Office
Closed
AA 8 pm

27
Zumba 9:30 am

28
Choir Rehearsal
8:45 am
Worship 10 am

29

30
Yoga 9 am
Prayer Shawls
10 am

1
Handbell
Rehearsal 7 pm

4
Zumba 9:30 am

Setup
Christmas Tree

2
Adult Study
10 am
Book Club 7 pm

3
AA 8 pm

Worship Assistants
Nov 7
Lector & Greeter
Doug Opthoff
Ushers
Dan Bergman
George Kuljurgis
Andy Meyer
Bob Frick

Nov 14
Lector & Greeter
Carole Salowich
Ushers
Dennis Kunkel
Doug Opthoff
Bill Thayer
Tom Sweda
Bob Burns

Counters
Nancy Green
Barb Kunkel
Altar Guild
Cindy Ward
Melinda Kern
Flowers & Candles
(F) The Kern Family
(C)
Coffee Hour
Ruth Dziuba

Counters
Mary Martin
Janet Martin
Altar Guild
Cindy Ward
Melinda Kern
Flowers & Candles
(F)
(C)
Coffee Hour
Judy Bergman

Nov 21
Lector & Greeter
Tom Sweda
Ushers
Jarrod Dexel
Jeff Parko
Stan Samuelsen
Lukas Mattern
Roy Salowich
Tim Moore
Counters
TBD
Altar Guild
Cindy Ward
Melinda Kern
Flowers & Candles
(F) The Rowlands
(C)
Coffee Hour
The Rowlands

Nov 28
Lector & Greeter
Cindy Ward
Ushers
Janet Martin
Mary Martin
Hilda Sawicki
Jeanne Myers

Dec 5
Lector & Greeter
Bob Frick
Ushers
Dan Bergman
George Kuljurgis
Andy Meyer
Bob Frick

Counters
Stan Samuelsen
Andy Meyer
Altar Guild
Cindy Ward
Melinda Kern
Flowers & Candles
(F)
(C)
Coffee Hour
TBD

Counters
TBD
Altar Guild
Ruth Dziuba
Flowers & Candles
(F)
(C) Sweda
Coffee Hour
TBD

Celebrating in November
Happy Birthday!

Peggy Casagrande
Paula Contratto
Rudy Oblak
Katie Elliott
Nicholas Rozman
Sue Adams
Helen Koester
Jeff Parko
Emil Koester
Bob Frick
Julie Kuljurgis
Kathy Chiaravalli
Jenny Rand
Marg Pelton
Dan Bergman
Janet Dulmage
Marian Rowland

November 2
November 3
November 4
November 5
November 8
November 11
November 11
November 11
November 18
November 19
November 20
November 24
November 26
November 27
November 28
November 28
November 30

Happy Anniversary!
Terry & Marian Rowland

November 17

If you or your family member is missing from our anniversary or birthday list
or the date is incorrect, please contact the office at (248) 682-5441.

Welcome
We warmly invite you to join us for
worship, study, and activities.
Schedule
10 am Sunday Worship
Connect
www.spiritdrivenchurch.com
www.facebook.com/spiritdrivenchurch
Contact
248-682-5441
office@spiritdrivenchurch.com
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Our Mission:
We are CALLED by Christ in Baptism,
GATHERED into community and SENT
out to share God’s grace.

